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CV 
 

John B. White, Ph.D.   
 

Research Fellow, Neal A. Maxwell Institute 
West View Building (WVB)-Office 1115 Brigham Young University, Provo, UT 84602 

John_B_White@byu.edu 
 

EDUCATION 
 

THE UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH, Edinburgh, Scotland (UK) 2011 
 Doctor of Philosophy 

§ Research Foci: Theological Ethics, Augustine, Karol Wojtyla/ 
John Paul II, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Sport Ethics, Personalism, Theology of the  
Body and Theological Anthropology 

§ Dissertation: Sport and Christian Ethics: Toward a Theological Ethic for Sport  
(Supervisor: Michael Northcott; Examiners: Oliver O’Donovan and Robin Gill) 
 

TRINITY INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY, Deerfield, IL            2001 
 Master of Arts, Philosophy of Religion (summa cum laude)   

§ Thesis: Wisdom and the Formation of the Moral Life in Proverbs  
(Readers: Kevin Vanhoozer and Willem A. VanGemeren) 
 

TRINITY EVANGELICAL DIVINITY SCHOOL, Deerfield, IL            2000 
Master of Divinity, Systematic Theology (summa cum laude)   

   
INDIANA UNIVERSITY, Bloomington, IN  1989 

Bachelor of Science, Business (Minor: Economics) 
(Kelley School of Business) 

 
AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION 

 
Systematic Theology, Theological Ethics/Moral Theology, Theology of Culture,  
Ethics, Sport Ethics, Institutional Chaplaincy (Hospital, Military, Prison, and Sports) 
 

AREAS OF COMPETENCE 
 

Evangelism and Discipleship, Applied Ethics (Bioethics and Business Ethics), and Sport 
Ministry 
 

WORK EXPERIENCE: ACADEMIC 
 
Research Fellow, Maxwell Institute @ Brigham Young University 2026- 
 
Director of Graduate Chaplaincy Program @ Baylor University’s Truett  2011-2025 
Theological Seminary  

§ Integration of Interfaith Dialogue in Chaplaincy Courses 
§ Oversee various forms of institutional chaplaincy and students 

 
Faith & Sports Institute: Running the Race Well (Lilly Endowment, Inc.)    2016-2023 
            Director and Co-Founder 
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BAYLOR UNIVERSITY’S GEORGE W. TRUETT THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY,  2017-2025 
Waco, TX 
Associate Professor of Practical Theology  
Holder of the Harold and Dottie Riley Endowed Professorship 

 
BAYLOR UNIVERSITY’S GEORGE W. TRUETT THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY,  2011-2017 

Waco, TX 
Assistant Professor of Practical Theology and Director  

 Sports Chaplaincy/Ministry Program 
Holder of the Harold and Dottie Riley Endowed Professorship 

 
Co-Director of Post-Doctoral Fellowship in Theology and Ethics                               2012-2014 
 
THE UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH, Edinburgh, Scotland (UK)  2006-2008  

Tutor/Team Lecturer, Christian Ethics 
 
BRIERCREST COLLEGE and SEMINARY, Caronport, SK (CANADA                   2006-2007 

Adjunct Theology Instructor 
 

TRINITY EVANGELICAL DIVINITY SCHOOL                    1998-1999 
Graduate Teaching Assistant 

 
WORK EXPERIENCE: LEADERSHIP AND SPECIAL PROJECTS 

 
Raised over $1.4 million for a non-profit organization                           1992-2022   
 
Director of Ethics, Research and Teaching, AIA/CRU                            2003-2008  
 
Co-Director of World Training and Resource Center, AIA                      2003  
 
Director (AIA) and Chaplain at Central State University and             2000-2003 

Wilberforce University (HBCUs) 
 
Director (AIA) and Campus Minister at Kent State and 
          The University of Akron                                                                   1993-2000 
 
Developmental Coach and Chaplain at Olympic Training Center           1992 

Colorado Springs, CO  
 
Pro-Am/National Cyclist in the USA and Europe                     1989-1992 
 

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 
 

• American Academy of Religion (AAR) 
• Society for the Study of Christian Ethics (SSCE) 
• Society for Christian Ethics (SCE) 
• Association for Moral Education (AME) 
 

PUBLICATIONS – Books  
 
White, John. After the Game: Football, Money, and Morality. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans. 
(under contract) 
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White, John Theology and Sport. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic. (under contract). 
 
White, John and Scott Kretchmar, eds. Sport and Spirituality. New York: Routledge, 2019. 
 
White, John. “Sacramentally Imagining Sports as a Form of Worship: Reappraising Sport as 
a Gesture of God.” eds. Scott Kretchmar and John White. New York: Routledge, 2019, 94-
114.  
 
White, John. “Missing the Mark: How Fitness Centers Can Estrange Us from Our Bodies.”  
In The Other Journal (special issue book). Cascade, 2016. 
 
Hovey, Craig, Myles Werntz and John White, eds. Sports and Violence: History, Theory, and 
Practice. Newcastle, UK: Cambridge Scholars, 2017.  
 
John White (with Myles Werntz), “The Violence of Everyone and No One: Sport, Banality, 
and Structural Change,” Sports and Violence: History, Theory, and Practice. eds. Hovey, 
Craig, Myles Werntz, and John White. Newcastle, UK: Cambridge Scholars, 2017, 82-94.  
 
Hill, Bracy V. and John White, eds. God, Nimrod, and the World: Exploring Christian 
Perspectives on Sport Hunting. Macon, GA: Mercer University Press: Sports and Religion 
Series, 2017.  
 
White, John. “Muscular Christianity and Sports Hunting: Missing the Target?” God, Nimrod, 
and the World: Exploring Christian Perspectives on Sport Hunting. eds. Hill, Bracy V. and 
John White. Macon, GA: Mercer University Press: Sports and Religion Series, 2017.  
 
Hill, Bracy V. and John White. “Introduction: The State of the Field: Surveying the Issues of 
Sport Hunting.” God, Nimrod, and the World: Exploring Christian Perspectives on Sport 
Hunting. eds. Hill, Bracy V. and John White. Macon, GA: Mercer University Press: Sports and 
Religion Series, 2017.  
 
Parker, Andy, Nick J. Watson, and John B. White, eds. Sports Chaplaincy: Trends, Issues 
and Debates. New York: Routledge, 2016.  
 
White, John B. “Gospel-shaped Sport Chaplaincy: A Theologically-driven Sport Ministry.” 
Sports Chaplaincy: Trends, Issues and Debates. eds. Parker, Andy, Nick J. Watson, and 
John B. White. New York: Routledge, 2016, 107-119. 
 
Parker, Andy, Nick J. Watson, and John B. White. “Introduction: Trends, Issues and Debates 
in Sports Chaplaincy.” Sports Chaplaincy: Trends, Issues and Debates. eds. Parker, Andy, 
Nick J. Watson, and John B. White. New York: Routledge, 2016, 1-6. 
 
White, John B., Nick Watson, and Andrew Parker. “Conclusion: Game Over and Rewind.” 
Sports Chaplaincy: Trends, Issues and Debates. eds. Parker, Andy, Nick J. Watson, and 
John B. White. New York: Routledge, 2016, 195-200. 
 
Deardorff, Don and John White, eds. The Image of God in the Human Body:  Essays on 
Christianity and Sports. New York: Edwin Mellen Press, 2008. 
 
White, John. “Idols in the Stadium: Sport as an Idol Factory.” The Image of God in the Human 
Body:  Essays on Christianity and Sports. eds. Don Deardorff and John White. New York: 
Edwin Mellen Press, 2008, 127-172. 
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PUBLICATIONS – Articles in Journals 
 
White, John B. White and Matt S. Vos, “Longing for Transcendence: Olympic Gold and 
Christian Virtue,” Pro Rege 53.4 (Sept. 2025). 
 
White, John B. (with Ettekal, A.V., Sprayberry, S., Howell, E., Gamel, B., & White, C.). 
“Youth Character Development in and Through Sport: Cultivating Christian Character Virtues 
in a Faith and Sport Retreat.” Journal of Character of Education. (submitted and under 
review)  
 
White, John. “Do Not Be Conformed to the World of Sports: Relearning How We Think about, 
Feel, and Do Sports as Christians,” (Part 2) in Christian Ethics Today 33.3 (Summer 2023): 
21-27. 
 
White, John, Andrew Parker and Andrew Meyer. " Challenging the Integration of Youth, 
Faith, and Sports: Alternative Religious Beliefs and Assumptions" Special Issue: Sport and 
Religion: Continuities, Connections, Concerns. Religions. 14.9 (2023): 1171-1186. 
 
Parker, Andrew, John White and Andrew Meyer. “Youth, Sport, and Faith: Identity Formation 
in High School Athletes.” Special Issue: Sports and Christianity in the 21st Century Religions. 
Religions. 14.10 (2023): 1293-1309. 
 
White, John. “Do Not Be Conformed to the World of Sports: Relearning How We Think about, 
Feel, and Do Sports as Christians,” (Part 1) in Christian Ethics Today 33.1 (Winter 2023): 20-
23. 
 
White, John. Book Review of “The God Who Plays: A Playful Approach to Theology and 
Spirituality” in Christian Scholars Review. 50: 4 (Summer 2021): 445-447. 
 
White, John. Book Review of “Well Played: A Christian Theology of Sport and the Ethics of 
Doping” in Studies in Christian Ethics. 31.3 (Aug. 2018): 364-367. 
 
White, John and Scott Kretchmar, “A Special Issue on Sport and Spirituality.” Sport, Ethics 
and Philosophy. Guest Editors. 12.1 (Feb 2018): 1-3.  
 
White, John. “Sacramentally Imagining Sports as a Form of Worship: Reappraising Sport as 
a Gesture of God.” Sport, Ethics and Philosophy. 12.1 (Feb 2018): 94-114. 
 
White, John (with Andy Meyer). “How Can We Help? The Role of the Church and Other 
Religious Organizations When the (Olympic) Games Come to Town.” Practical Theology. 9.3 
(2016): 1-17. 
 
White, John. “Missing the Mark: How Fitness Centers Can Estrange Us from Our Bodies.”  
The Other Journal. 26 (Spring 2016): online.  
 
White, John. “Pursuit of Bodily Excellence: Paul Weiss’s Platonic (Religious) Imagination of 
Sports.” Sport, Ethics and Philosophy. 7.4 (Dec 2013): 391-411. 

  
White, John. “The Enduring Problem of Dualism: Christianity and Sports." Implicit Religion. 
15.2 (Aug 2012): 225-241.  
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Watson, Nick and John White. “C.S. Lewis at the 2012 London Olympics: Reflections on 
Pride and Humility.” Practical Theology. 5.2 (July  2012): 153-168. 
 
White, John. “John Paul II’s Interpretation of 1 Corinthians 9:24-27: “A Paradigm for a 
Christian Ethic of Sport.” Studies in Christian Ethics. 25.1 (Feb 2012): 73-88.  
 

PUBLICATIONS – Essays 
 
White, John (with Myles Werntz ). “Retribution,” The Oxford Encyclopedia of the Bible and 
Ethics, ed. Robert L. Brawley. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2014, 212-215.  
 
White, John (with Myles Werntz). “Morality (vs. Ethics),” The Oxford Encyclopedia of the 
Bible and Ethics, ed. Robert L. Brawley. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2014, 64-71. 
 
Watson, Nick J. and John White, “Winning-at-all-costs in Modern Sport: Reflections on Pride 
and Humility in the Writings of C.S. Lewis.” Sport and Spirituality. eds. J. Parry, S. Robinson, 
N.J. Watson & M. Nesti. London: Routledge, 2007, 61-79. 
 

PUBLICATIONS – Mission Driven Scholarship 
 
“Integrating Sports & Faith” Podcast Interview: Host: Dr. Jenae Nelson, Strong Youth Project:  
Brigham Young University. July 29, 2024. 
 
“Do Not Be Conformed to the World of Sports: Relearning How We Think about, Feel, and 
Do Sports as Christians,” (Part 3) Christian Scholars Review Blog. May 15, 2024. 
 
“Do Not Be Conformed to the World of Sports: Relearning How We Think about, Feel, and 
Do Sports as Christians,” (Part 2) Christian Scholars Review Blog. May 14, 2024. 
 
“Do Not Be Conformed to the World of Sports: Relearning How We Think about, Feel, and 
Do Sports as Christians,” (Part 1) Christian Scholars Review Blog. May 13, 2024.  
 
“Do Not Be Conformed to the World of Sports: Relearning How We Think about, Feel, and 
Do Sports as Christians,” Christian Scholars Review Blog. April 24, 2023.  
 
White, John B. “Does Sports Culture’s Favorite Metaphor Hurt More than Help?” Common 
Good (magazine). January 9, 2023. 
 
White, John B. “Competitive Maturity: Inside Out Reflections on Dave Aranda’s Coaching 
Philosophy.” Faith and Sports Blog (blog). Faith and Sports Institute @ Baylor University. 
May 19, 2022. https://blogs.baylor.edu/faithsports/2022/05/19/competitive-maturity-inside-
out-reflections-on-dave-arandas-coaching-philosophy/  
 
White, John. “Fragrances of Life and Death.” Truett Seminary Lenten Devotional Guide 2022. 
April 3, 2022. https://www.baylor.edu/truett/index.php?id=929962  
 
White, John B. “Made for Greatness: Magnanimity in Sports.” Faith and Sports Blog (blog). 
Faith and Sports Institute @ Baylor University. August 25, 2021. 
https://blogs.baylor.edu/faithsports/2021/08/25/made-for-greatness-magnanimity-in-sports/  
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White, John B. “Fathers Beget Fathers,” In When the Walls Speak: Fathers Restoring 
Generational Confidence. eds. Darryl W. Thomas Jr. Committed 2 Win LLC. 2021: BOMB 
Press, 45-51. 
 
White, John B. “The Vices and Virtues of Lance Armstrong: A “20/20” Documentary of Who 
We Are.” Faith and Sports Blog (blog). Faith and Sports Institute @ Baylor University. July 
28, 2020. https://blogs.baylor.edu/faithsports/category/identity/  
 
White, John B. “What Might Birthdays Teach Us About Sports and Life Amid COVID-19?” 
Faith and Sports Blog (blog). Faith and Sports Institute @ Baylor University. April, 9, 2020. 
https://blogs.baylor.edu/faithsports/category/identity/  
 
White, John B. (with Tom Krattenmaker). “Cancel Your Summer Camp Plans to Keep Kids 
Safe.” Houston Chronicle, May 21, 2020.  
 
White, John B. “Missional Coaching: Coaching as Priest, Prophet, and King.” Pontifical 
Council for the Laity: Church and Sport Section, August 10, 2015.  

http://www.laici.va/content/laici/en/eventi/seminari-e-congressi/allenatori--educatori-di-
persone.html  
 

Published Lenten Devotion for 2015 Lent on UBC Blog, “Kyrie Eleison: Thumbs Up in  
Our Coliseum Culture,” February 20, 2015.  
 http://www.ubcwaco.org/blog/?offset=1427735504735 
 
“Sports and Film,” Sports Spectrum, Summer 2013, 20. 
 
“Keeping First Things First,” Sports Spectrum, Spring 2013, 20 
 
“The Tragic Comedy of Lance Armstrong,” Sports Spectrum, Winter 2012, 20. 
 
“Ethics 101: Why ‘Bountygate’ is Morally Wrong,” Sports Spectrum, Fall 2012, 20. 
 
“How is the Gospel Relevant to Sports?” Sports Spectrum, Summer 2012, 20. 
 
“Why We Should Not Pay Collegiate Athletes.” Sports Spectrum, Spring 2012, 20.  
 
White, John. “Sport is More than Play.”  Christianity Today, February 12, 2010 [online: 
“Speaking Out”: A response to Shirl Hoffman’s “Fanatics.”] 
 
White, John and Cindy White. Game Day Glory: Life-Changing Principles for Sport. Akron, 
OH: S.D. Myers Press, 2006. 
 

REFEREED OR INVITED PRESENTATIONS 
 
White, John B., and Gary Green II. “From Commodification to Communion: A Theological 
Anthropology of Black Embodiment in Sports and Society.” Paper presented at A24-322: 
Race and Gender Issues in Religion and Sports, Religion, Sport, and Play Unit, American 
Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, Boston, MA, November 24, 2025. 
 
White, John B. (with Jenae Nelson (1st), Evelyn Thrasher, and Emma Crowe) (2025, Dec. 4) 
“Thriving in Motion: Meaning, Motivation, and Identity in a Dance Camp Intervention,” BYU 
Mary Lou Fulton Conference. 
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White, J. B. (2025, October 28). “Strenuous Grace — William James, The Law of Opposition, 
and the Theological Anthropology of Sport.” William James Society, Brigham Young 
University, Provo, UT. 
 
Nelson, J. M., & White, J. B. (2025, October 24). Y-Sport Initiative: Small N Solutions [Invited 
presentation]. Brigham Young University, Provo, UT, United States. 
 
White, J. B., & Nelson, J. (2025, October 23). “Book of Mormon Sermons on Repentance: 
Toward a Model of Moral Change and Development.” Book of Mormon Culture Conference, 
Brigham Young University, Provo, UT. Book of Mormon Arts & Letters Foundation. 
 
White, J. B., Jensen, J. M., Augat, K., & Nelson, J. M. (2025, August). Building or breaking 
character: A narrative review of adolescent character development in sports [Conference 
presentation]. 4th Global Congress on Sport and Christianity, Baylor University, Waco, TX, 
United States. 
 
White, J. B., Stanley, L., Jensen, J. M., & Nelson, J. M. (2025, August). Measuring virtue 
formation in the Champions Redefined Retreat: Is moral education worth the effort? 
[Conference presentation]. 4th Global Congress on Sport and Christianity, Baylor University, 
Waco, TX, United States. 
 
White, J. B. (Moderator). (2025, August 2). Keynote panel: Embodied athletes, embodied 
values: Reclaiming the human in a technologized and traumatized sport culture [Panel with 
T. Trothen & K. Sheehan]. 4th Global Congress on Sport and Christianity, Baylor University, 
Waco, TX, United States. 
 
White, J. B. (2025, August 1). A theological critique of performance-based identity in 
athletics. 4th Global Congress on Sport and Christianity, Baylor University, Waco, TX, United 
States. 
 
White, J. B., & Bost, B. (2025, August 2). From performance to peace: Paul and Augustine on 
identity and transformation. 4th Global Congress on Sport and Christianity, Baylor University, 
Waco, TX, United States. 
 
John B. White, “The Gift of the Body: Living in Gratitude & Care. Sponsored lecture, 
Department of Exercise Science & The Neal A. Maxwell Institute, Brigham Young University, 
Provo, UT. April 10, 2025 
 
White, John B. (Moderator). What’s Good About College Sports? Panel discussion hosted by 
Baylor in Washington with support from the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Foundation. 
Washington, D.C., February 11, 2025. 

• Panelists: Linda Livingstone (President, Baylor University; Chair, NCAA Board of 
Governors; Chair, Big 12 Conference Board of Directors), Coach Dave Aranda (Head 
Football Coach, Baylor University), and Sawyer Robertson (Quarterback, Baylor 
Bears).  

 
John B. White, “Modern Theologians and Performance-based Identity: Gospel-Based Identity 
in Karl Barth, Eberhard Jüngel, and David Kelsey.” Conference on Performance-Based 
Identity, University of Wittenberg-Center for Reformation Studies. October 11, 2024. 
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“Integration of Faith, Character, and Sports: How Can and Should Faith and Sports Relate?” 
Brigham Young University. Exercise Sciences Department, July 29, 2024. 
 
John B. White (with Jenae Nelson (1st), Elizabeth Bounds, Sarah Schnitker, Karen Melton, 
and Perry Glanzer). “Social Networks Contribution to Moral Development and Well-being 
During Emerging Adulthood.” 2024 Association for Moral Education 50th Annual Conference, 
Queensborough Community College, Bayside, NY. Oct. 24-26, 2024. 
 
Presenter, Monthly Faculty Colloquium, “Integrating Virtue in the Classroom” (University of 
Notre Dame Pedagogy Grant). (Sept. 2024).  
 
John B. White. “Teaching High School Athletes How to Integrate Faith and Character 
Convictions In and Through Sports.” in Moral Education and Development in Sports session 
at the 2023 49th Annual Conference of the Association for Moral Education, Texas Christian 
University, Fort Worth, TX. Oct. 26-28, 2023. 
 
White, John (with Ettekal A. V. (1st), White, C., Berry, D., Sprayberry, S., Gamel,  
B., & Lee, A. (April 14, 2023). “Character development in and through youth sport: Evaluating 
a retreat to promote spiritual integration.” Poster presented at the Annual Meeting of the 
Society for Research on Adolescence, San Diego, CA. 
 
“Sports Ministry as Evangelism: Christian Witness to the People and Culture of Sports.” 
Evangelism Summit 2022: Magnify Christ. The Smith Center for Evangelism, Mission and 
Church Growth, First Methodist, Waco, TX. February 19, 2022.  
 
“The Public Health Crisis of American Football: A Theological Reading of Bodily Negation in 
American Football.” Second Global Congress on Sport and Christianity. Calvin University, 
Grand Rapids, MI. October 23-27, 2019. 
 
John White (with Andrew Meyer and Andrew Parker), “The Faith and Sport Institute Impact: 
Enhancing Teenage Religious Faith through Sport.” Second Global Congress on Sport and 
Christianity. Calvin University, Grand Rapids, MI. October 23-27, 2019. 
 
Meyer, Andrew, Andrew Parker and John B. White. “Methodological Reflections: Collecting 
Teenage Athletes of Faith Sport Experiences.” Second Global Congress on Sport and 
Christianity. Calvin University, Grand Rapids, MI. October 23-27, 2019. 
 
Parker, Andrew, Andrew Meyer and John B. White. “In Their Own Words: Teenage Athletes’ 
Views on Faith and Sport.” Second Global Congress on Sport and Christianity. Calvin 
University, Grand Rapids, MI. October 23-27, 2019. 
 
“The Public Health Crisis of Concussions and the Black Athlete: Black Bodies and Brains 
Matter.” Black Student-Athlete Summit 2019. University of Texas, Austin, TX. January 9-11, 
2019.  
 
“Sacramental Body Matters: Reimagining Sensual and Strenuous Bodies in Sports.” 
Inaugural Global Congress on Sports and Christianity: York St. John University, York, UK. 
August 24-28, 2016.  
 
John White (with Myles Werntz). “The Violence of Everyone and No One: Sport, Banality, 
and Structural Change.” 2016 Sports and Violence Conference. Ashland Center of 
Nonviolence: Ashland University. Ashland, OH. March 19, 2016.   
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“The Face and Soul of Sports: Who are We Becoming in the School of Sports?”                       
Baylor Symposium on Faith and Culture: The Spirit of Sports, Baylor University’s Institute for 
Faith and Learning. Waco, Texas. Nov. 5-7, 2015.  
 
“Missional Coaching: Coaching as Priest, Prophet, and King,” Invited Paper Presentation for 
the International Seminar, Coaches: Educating People of the Pontifical Council for the Laity: 
Church and Sport Section. Vatican, Italy. May. 14-15, 2015.  
 
Meyer, A. R., & White, J. B. “How Can We Help? The Role of the and Other Religious 
Organizations When the Games Come to Town.” Theme: The social impact of mega-events 
at the North American Society for the Sociology of Sport (NASSS) 35th Annual Conference. 
Portland, Oregon. Nov. 5-8, 2014. 
 
“Gospel and Sports: The Whole Gospel for the Whole Sportsperson and Whole Culture of 
Sports,” Inaugural Lecture for the Faith to Life Christian Worldview Center, Clearwater 
Christian College, Clearwater, FL, September 10, 2014. 
 
“The Gospel as Transformation: Faithful Presence in Sports,” Inaugural Lecture for the Faith 
to Life Christian Worldview Center, Clearwater Christian College, Clearwater, FL, September 
11, 2014. 
 
“Body as Gift vs. Task in Sports: What Difference Does a Theology of the Body Make?” (with 
Dr. Natalie Carnes, Department of Religion, responding) Interdepartmental Colloquium on 
Christian Ethics, Baylor University, Waco, TX, November 2013.  
 
“What does Christmas (Incarnation) have to do with Athletic Embodiment,” Plenary Lecture, 
Christian Society of Kinesiology and Leisure Studies (CSKLS), Baylor University, Waco, TX, 
June 2013. 
 
“On McMahan’s Moral Individualism: A Philosophical and Theological Assessment,” (with 
Shawn Graves) Society for the Study of Christian Ethics Annual Conference, Cambridge 
University, UK, September 2012. 
 
“The Social Imaginary of Modern Muscular Christianity: Pumping St. Paul's Sport Images for 
Alternative Teloi,” International Convention on Science, Education and Medicine in Sport 
(ICSEMIS), Glasgow, Scotland, UK, July 19-24, 2012.  
 
“Credentialing Sports Chaplains in the 21st Century Matters: A Panel Discussion on Pathways 
to Certification Mainstream,” Association Professional Chaplaincy Annual Conference, 
Chicago, IL, June 23, 2012.  
 
“John Paul II’s Interpretation of 1 Corinthians 9:24-27: A Paradigm for a Christian Ethic of 
Sport,” Society for the Study of Christian Ethics Annual Conference, Cambridge University, 
UK, September 2011. 
 
“On McMahan’s Moral Individualism” (with Shawn Graves), Baylor Symposium on Faith and 
Culture: Human Dignity and the Future of Health Care, Baylor University, October 2010. 
  
“The Human Person at the Centre of Sport Drama:  John Paul II’s Personalistic Norm for 
Sport.” Evangelical Philosophical Society, Annual Meeting, New Orleans, Louisiana, 
November 2009. 
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“Disordered Loves and Fragmented Lives” and “Good Friends and the Good Life” Staley 
Lecture Series (Thomas F. Staley Foundation), Crown College (Saint Bonifacius, MN), March 
2009.    
 
“Rethinking Sport and Life:  Questionable Moral Foundations” Bundesfachschaftstagung 
(National Student Leaders for Sport Universities in Germany), Albert-Ludwigs-Universität 
Freiburg, Germany, February 2008.  
 
“St. Augustine’s Moral Construct for Modern Sport” International Conference on Sport and 
Spirituality, York St. John University, UK, September 2007. 
 
“Sport Ethics: Perspectives on the Good and Sport” Lecture at Belarusian State University, 
Minsk, Belarus, November 2005. 
 
“Exegeting Homo Sportivus.” Sport and Religion Conference, St. Olaf College, Minnesota, 
June 2004.   
 

GRANTS/FUNDING/AWARDS 
 
2025 Baylor University’s Big 12 Faculty Fellowship with Brigham Young University Faculty: 
Dr. Matt Seeley, Dr. Jenae Nelson, and Maxwell Institute. 
 
Nelson, Jenae (Lead PI), with Co-PIs John B. White, Marvin Berkowitz, Sara Mendonça, 
Jonathan Tirrell, and Amy Eva Alberts. “Developmental Love: How to Serve Another’s Best 
Developmental Interests”. Online Funding Inquiry submitted to the John Templeton 
Foundation, August 2025. Amount requested: $250,000. Status: Not funded. 
 
2025-27 Co-Investigator, Comprehensive Competitive Athletics Experience for Underserved 
Youth, Presidential Innovation Fund Award, Brigham Young University. 

• Funded amount: $90,000. Principal Investigator: Dr. Laura Bridgewater. Project team 
includes interdisciplinary faculty from BYU and John White (Truett Seminary, Baylor 
University). Project focuses on holistic youth sports development and inter-
institutional collaboration through the BYU Strong Youth Project. 

 
2025 The Forum for Theological Exploration, Networking, and Resourcing YTN Program 
Grant, Principal Investigator ($50,000) 
 
2025 Consultant and Instructor (with Drs. Jenae Nelson and Matt Seeley and PI, Dr. Keely 
Song Glenn). “Character Development Through Dance,” Brigham Young University (BYU) 
The Laycock Endowment for the Creative Collaboration in the Arts. Consultant and Instructor, 
$9,000. ($8,000 funded) 
 
2024 “Purpose and Performance: Shaping Athletes' Character On and Off the Field” Widtsoe 
Grant Proposal (BYU), Consultant, $30,000. (not funded) 
 
2024 "Integrating Virtue Together – Call for Proposals” Virtues and Vocations, University of 
Notre Dame (Grants Supporting Pedagogical Innovation) (funded January 2024) 
 
2022 White, J.B. (Co-PI with Dr. Brian Gamel), “More than a Game: Christian  
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Parenting at the Intersection of Church and Sports,” Sponsored by Lilly Endowment, Inc. (LOI 
accepted in Dec. 2022 with final grant proposal submission Feb. 2023) ($1,250,000) Not 
Funded 
 
2022 Sub-grant, “Measuring Love as a Virtue in Adolescent Christian Athletes,” Program for 
the Future Church, Co-PI ($5,000) 
 
2021 “Exploring the Role of High School Athletics in the Development of Christian Character 
Virtues,” John Templeton Foundation: Character Virtue Development, Co-PI ($1,527,603), 
Not Funded  
 
2020-23 Director of Post-Doctoral Fellowship in Theology and Ethics, Principal Investigator 
($47,500 per year x 3 years) 
 
2019 Sustainability Grant for the Faith and Sports Institute (High School Youth Theology 
Institute), Lilly Endowment Inc., Principal Investigator ($300,000) 
 
2018 Outstanding Faculty Award Winner for “significant contributions to 
the academic community in ways other than teaching or research.” 
 
2017 The Forum for Theological Exploration, Capacity-Building Grant, Principal Investigator 
($5,000) 
 
2017 Greenhoe Lecturer at Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary’s annual Festival of 
Theology 
 
2015 High School Theology Institute, Lilly Endowment Inc., Principal Investigator ($600,000) 
 
2015 Baylor University Summer Sabbatical Research Grant  
 
2014-2018 Associate Scholar, Centre for Sport, Spirituality and Religion, University of 
Gloucestershire 
 
2014-15 “A Declaration on Faith and Sport” (Collaborative Project) Calvin Center for  
 Christian Scholarship ($11,000) 
 
2012 Baylor University USRA (Undergraduate Research & Scholarly Achievement)  
 Grant, Principal Investigator ($3,800) 

 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE TO THE UNIVERSITY AND WIDER ACADEMY 

 
White, John B. External Reviewer for Christopher H. Priestaf, “Known as His: A Study of Self-
Image Development in High School Students at Mount Bethel Church Following Participation 
in a Curriculum Centered on Discovering One’s God-Given Identity,” Doctor of Ministry 
Project, Baylor University’s George W. Truett Theological Seminary, December 2, 2025. 
 
White, J. B. (2025, October 30–31). External reviewer, BYU Sorensen Center for Moral & 
Ethical Leadership (with Jessica McManus Warnell, Rex and Alice A. Martin Faculty Director, 
Notre Dame Deloitte Center for Ethical Leadership) [Professional service]. Brigham Young 
University, Provo, UT. 
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Doctoral Dissertation Committee Member, Jodie Jensen, Ph.D. in Psychology, Brigham 
Young University, expected 2028. 
 
Post-Doctoral Advisor with Dr. Jenae Nelson, Assoc. Professor of Psychology (BYU) for Dr. 
Emily Taylor (2025-26) 
 
External Peer Reviewer for Promotion to Full Professor, Talbot School of Theology, Biola 
University (2025) 

• Conducted an invited scholarly review of Dr. Ryan Peterson’s research portfolio—
including peer-reviewed journal articles, dictionary contributions, and editorial work—
as part of his successful promotion application to Full Professor. Provided a 2-page 
evaluation assessing the quality, significance, and impact of the candidate’s 
interdisciplinary theological scholarship. 

 
Planning Committee Member, 4th Global Congress on Sport and Christianity, Baylor 
University, Waco, TX, United States, 2025. 
 
PhD Examination (External Examiner) 
University of Oxford, Faculty of Theology and Religion. Desire and the Spirit of Sport: An 
Augustinian Critique and Reconstruction by Reuben Hoetmer. External Examiner. College: 
Blackfriars. Supervisors: Professor Graham Ward and Reverend R. A. Ellis. Internal 
Examiner: Professor A. D. Davison. April 2025. 
 
PhD Examination (External Examiner) 
University of Aberdeen, School of Divinity, History and Philosophy. Fit for Christ: A Theology 
of Exercise, the Body, and Physical Fitness by Andrew Borror. External Examiner. 
Supervisor: Dr. Brian Brock. Internal Examiner: Dr. David Clough. Nov. 2024. 
 
 
Co-Presenter SYP Workshop, “Purpose Statement” Workshop, Shooters Soccer Club, 
Greater Provo, UT, July 29, 2024. 
 
Strong Youth Project (SYP), Advisory Board Member (2024-), Brigham Young University 
(BYU). 
 
Interviewed in a 10-part series on cheating scandals in the history of sports: Dan Wolken, 
“Cheating in Sports: Michigan Football the Latest Scandal. Why is Playing by Rules so 
Hard?” USA Today, December 12. 2023. 
 
“Faith, Work, and Sports.” Webinar The Hendricks Center @ Dallas Theological Seminary, 
March 28, 2023 
 
Blog editor, “Theology and Sports.” Christian Scholar’s Review. 2020- 
 
External Reader (Graduate Dissertation Committee) for Ph.D. dissertation in Baylor 
University’s School of Education. Sean Strehlow, “Exploring and Evaluating How Athletics 
Coaches at Christian Colleges Make Sense of Integration of Faith and Sport.” 2022. 
 
Interviewed for the article, “Football glory shouldn’t mean moral bankruptcy,” Tom 
Krattenmaker, September 8, 2017, USA Today.  

https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2017/09/08/end-baylors-sexual-assault-
problem-they-need-cultural-shift-tom-krattenmaker-column/643636001/ 
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Scholarly Referee for Routledge to evaluate a book proposal on the integration of sport, 
psychology, and Christianity (2017). 
 
Youth Theology Institutes’ Advisory Group with Lilly Endowment and Forum for Theological 
Exploration for the High School Youth Theology Institutes Coordination Program.   
 
Moderator for Keynote Speaker Session, “Sports Chaplaincy in the 21st Century: Reflections 
on Serving Manchester United FC (1992-2016),” by John Boyers at the Inaugural Global 
Congress on Sports and Christianity: York St. John University, York, UK. August 24-28, 
2016. 
 
Guest Co-editor, “Special Issue: Ethical and Social Issues in Sports: Christian Reflections” in 
Sport, Ethics and Philosophy. 12.1 (Jan 2018): 1-3.  
 
Co-Organizer, Inaugural Global Congress on Sports and Christianity: York St. John 
University, York, UK. August 24-28, 2016. 
 
Thematic Strand Leader, “Ethical and Social Issues in Sport: Christian Reflections” at the 
Inaugural Global Congress on Sports and Christianity: York St. John University, York, UK. 
August 24-28, 2016. 
 
Interviewed for the article, “Concussion Doctor’s Catholic Faith Gave Him Courage to Tackle 
the NFL.” Adelle M. Banks. December 23, 2015. Religion News Service.  
 
Co-Convener, Baylor Symposium on Faith and Culture: The Spirit of Sports, Baylor 
University’s Institute for Faith and Learning. Waco, Texas. Nov. 5-7, 2015. 
 
Scholarly Referee for Columbia University Press (2014) 
 
Scholarly Referee for Routledge Research in Sport, Culture and Society (2014) 
 
Book endorsement for Robert Ellis, The Games People Play: Theology, Religion, and Sport. 
Eugene, OR: Wipf &Stock, 2014.  
 
Interviewed for the article, “Praying for a Super Bowl Win Is a Hail Mary,” Bob Smietana, 
January 30, 2014, Wall Street Journal.  
 
Interviewed for the article, “Does God Watch The Super Bowl? Sports and Spirituality Linked 
For Fans,” Brandon Mercer, January 29, 2014, CBS Sports SF Bay Area. 
 
Interviewed for the article, “Will God Decide Super Bowl Winner?” Jim Forsyth, January 31, 
2014, 1200 News Radio WOAI San Antonio.  
 
Interviewed for the article, “NFL Violence a Moral Thorn for Christians,” Tom Krattenmaker, 
October 9, 2013, USA Today. 

http://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2013/10/09/nfl-concussions-football-christians-
column/2955997/  

 
Interviewed for the article, “Does God Care Who Wins the Super Bowl,” Mark Oppenheimer 
February 4, 2013 Sports Illustrated (Cover Article)  
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Session Moderator, Paul Martens, Cambridge University, Society for the Study of Christian 
Ethics, September 2012. 
 
Scholarly Referee for Journal of the Christian Society for Kinesiology and Leisure Services, 
December 2011. 
 
Scholarly Referee for Catholic University of America Press 

▪ Muller, Norbert and Kevin Lixey, ed. Sport and Christianity: A Sign of the Times in 
the Light of Faith. Washington, D.C.: Catholic University of America Press, 2012. 

 
 


